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What Happened 

A 450mm long, 2Kg pipe wrench was found inside the forklift pocket 
of a workshop unit that had been back loaded from the our drilling rig 
in Gt Yarmouth to Aberdeen, A journey of nearly 600miles. 

 



3 

Potential Consequences 

 Dropped Object from height during multiple 
lifts on rig and quay side 

 Injury to people from item coming loose 
during transit  
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Immediate & Root Causes 

Identified Immediate Causes 

 Pipe wrench was not observed during pre-lift checks – 3 parties 

 Pipe wrench in the FLT pocket for an extended period – corrosion 

 

Identified Root Causes 

 Error Inducing Conditions 

 Unit is a workshop - wider than a standard CCU. Shadows created 
middle of pockets 

 Pipe wrench heavy corrosion - made observation difficult 

 Verified during mock up post event  

 Inadequate Procedures 

 No requirement for additional checks on units: 

 Onboard extended period of time 

 Wider than normal 
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Mock Up photo with Pipe Wrench inside at middle location 
of FLT pocket. Photo taken under normal lighting conditions 
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Mock up photo of pipe wrench inside FLT pocket, wrench is at 
the side of the pocket (Photo taken with additional lighting). 
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Corrective Actions 

CORRECTIVE ACTION 

Units on-board for an extended period of time (6 months) to have, Client Rep to 
witness/carry out independent checks – Action to be captured in future rig 
evaluations & interface documents 

Well Operations HSE interface document template to include requirements for 
inspection and tagging of non standard  containers prior to shipment. 

DC Container checklists  to be updated to include: 

1. Requirement to check FLT pockets 

2. Containers wider than 2.4m to have FLT pockets checked from both sides with a 
torch. 

Update QC Inspection checklists for outbound goods to be updated to  include 
additional checks on workshop type (non-CCU) units - photographs to be taken of 
FLT Pockets internals - ensure free from debris 
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DROPS Calculator 


