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DROPS – Incident sharing and 
Awareness



One Pager

Facts 
After racking back a stand of drill pipes in the aft setback area a 
Floorhand heard something land on the Drill Floor. When 
investigated one half of a roller bearing from the X/Y-Racker
main arm was found on deck between the X/Y-Racker and the 
drill pipe stands. The landing area was inside the ‘Red Zone’.  
There were 3 people on the Rig Floor, 1 was inside the ‘Step 
Back  Safety Area’, 1 was moving towards that same area after 
setting the manual slips, 1 had been monitoring the fingerboard 
and about to head for the ‘Step Back Safety Area’.
From the DROPs calculator this indicates a potential ‘first aid’
case.
Weight 220 grams
Height 16 m
= 34.5 joules

Causes
Unknown at this time.
Possible mechanical stress or metal fatigue in the bearing.
Corrective measures/ learnings
Called out for TOFS immediately.  
Maintenance Supervisor carried out a  thorough visual  inspection of 
the X/Y-Racker. During the inspection the other half of the bearing was 
found and removed from its position.
Additional information
Investigation ongoing and further findings to follow.
No personnel were injured.

Synergi ref:

Location: Maersk Completer   Time: 13:25hrs 04/09/10    Title: Dropped Object
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DROPPED OBJECTS REMEDIAL ACTIONS



DROPPED OBJECTS REMEDIAL ACTIONS



DROPPED OBJECTS REMEDIAL ACTIONS



DROPPED OBJECTS – RAISING CREW AWARENESS



Crew involvement in Potential DROPS 
Awareness



Jalil Sajai, Crane 
Operator noticed this 
after finding corrosion 
beginning around the 
hinges during an 
inspection. Which could, 
in time, lead to them 
become dropped 
objects.

Improvement – this week:     
The engine house ventilation flaps on the deck cranes have 
been fitted with secondary fall prevention after it was reported 
that they did not have any method.

Maersk Completer



We are always encouraging and 
promoting the attitude, “if you see 
it, you own it”, and in this case, 
Jalil adopted that very concept.

His own observation and 
reporting, resulted in the 
preventative measures being 
put in place by the man himself.





Thank you for your attention

Any questions?
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