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Incidents with the SDS elevator

• Statoil has had two serious incidents involving the B&V SDS elevator

–One in 2007 and one in 2009

• In both cases the elevator, for some reason was installed with the opening facing 
downwards, it should always be installed facing upwards (latching on in an upwards 
movement, because the load should rest on the elevator body not the door)

• In both cases the elevator was not properly latched, the securing device could still be 
installed due to wear, and of course failed due to the load

• Extensive damage to the drillers cabin in 2007, 48 hrs downtime to repair damages to the 
Catwalk machine in 2009

• B+V issued a Product update notification, with modifications to the latch securing device on 
these elevators in 2007

–The elevator involved in the 2009 incident was not modified
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2007: the drillers fast reaction saved his life, when the 
30” conductor came falling through the roof
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B+V Product Update Notification
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